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JOHAN & ADRI SNYMAN’S DAMARALAND TRIP REPORT : 6 - 9 JANUARY 2012 
  
WARNING ! 
Please do not try to emulate this trip. It was not undertaken for recreational purposes and we 
travelled in a solo vehicle. Under normal circumstances, you will not be able to cover these 
distances, nor is it advisable to visit the area with only one vehicle. 
  
Background 
Man, I’m crazy about Namibia ! 
 
Since we emigrated to Namibia at the end of 2010, we have used every opportunity to visit places only 
accessible during extended holidays in the past. Large parts of Damaraland, south of the Brandberg, 
are accessible over weekends, but to travel further north, you need some more time. 
 
Preparations 
None, as the decision to go on this trip was taken one day before we departed, All we did was to pack 
some food, water, clothes and plotting a route on the GPS. As we would be travelling on our own in a 
very remote area, we had pre-arranged back-up services in place as well as reliable means of 
communication. 
 
We intended to drive along the Ugab River from the coast to a location north-west of the Brandberg 
and also to drive along all the tracks leading into the Ugab riverbed from the north and the south. In 
the end all did not go exactly as planned, but we did manage to reach most of the objectives set for 
this trip even though the days were very long. 
  
Friday 6 January 
We left Windhoek after work and travelled along the B1 to Okahandja and the B2 to Usakos. We 
turned off on the D1918 to Henties Bay and pitched our camp in the upper reaches of the Spitzkop 
River. Apart from the clicking calls of barking geckos, not a sound was to be heard. 
 

 
 
315km for the day (257km on tar and 58km on gravel) and our travelling time was 3¼ hours. 
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Saturday 7 January 
After a peaceful night we made a fairly early start, and continued on our way. We retraced our steps to 
the D1918 and made our way to Henties Bay, where we refuelled the Landy. From there we followed 
the C34 until we reached the Skeleton Coast National Park. At Mile 72 we saw the last person and 
vehicle until 17h00 on Monday. We followed the track to the west along the Park boundary until we 
reached the coastline. As the Ugab River is situated inside the Park, you cannot reach it under normal 
circumstances. We retraced our steps and made our way eastwards until we eventually joined the 
Ugab River and proceeded to drive in, and alongside it. Most of the riverbed consists of thick loose 
sand, but there are also some extremely marshy sections. We proceed upstream for a distance of 
approximately 35km until conditions became so treacherous that we were unable to proceed. Along 
the way, I “planted” the Landy, and it took an hour to get us out of that mess. 
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We made a detour to the south, and re-entered the river a few km further upstream. Conditions were 
not much better and we continued upstream to where the track leading to the D2303 and the Ugab 
Rhino Camp left the riverbed. We retraced our tracks until we reached the track leading to Klein Gai-
As in the Valley of Desolation. We passed through an area with the most beautiful rock formations and 
pitched our camp on high ground alongside the track. We were surrounded by barking geckos and 
their “clicking” calls echoed off the surrounding cliffs. 
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354km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 
12½ hours. 
 
Sunday 8 January 
After a peaceful night, when we even had a few drops of rain, we made an early start on yet another 
long day. We continued along the track to Klein Gai-As and then followed the track to the Ugab Rhino 
Camp from where we proceeded upstream in the Ugab River until we reached treacherous swamps 
once again.   
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We retraced our tracks to the start of Divorce Pass and followed this route towards the Doros Crater.  
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We then drove downstream along the Goantagab River, upstream in the Doros River, round the 
northern side of the Doros Crater and then upstream again in the Goantagab River until we reached 
the D2612. From there we drove downstream again until we reached a spot where we pitched our 
camp amongst some sheltering rocks, on high ground. 
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234km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 
12½ hours. 
 
Monday 9 January 
After yet another very quiet night, we continued downstream along the Goantagab River until we 
turned south on a track leading to the Ugab River via Vegkop. 
 

  
 

  
 
We continued downstream along the Ugab River until we reached a track towards the D2342, made a 
detour along the Numas Sclucht to the Ugab River where we had lunch, before making our way along 
the terribly corrugated D2342 towards Uis and then home via the D1930, B2 and B1. 
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562km for the day (254km on tar and 308km on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our 
travelling time was 11 hours. 
  
Conclusion 
This has been a demanding, yet memorable, trip with my favourite travelling companion to a 
spectacular part of Namibia and I now have enough data and photographs to keep me busy for 
several months and to substantially complete the book on Damaraland.  
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We drove a total distance of 1465km over the long weekend, of which 511km was on tarred roads and 
954km on gravel, sand, and rocky roads and tracks. Apart from getting stuck once, we experienced no 
problems whatsoever. The next trip to this remarkable region will have to wait for a while now, as I 
have to prepare for the Argus Cycle Tour to be held on 11 March in Cape Town, and I have not been 
on my bicycle since last year March …….. 
 

------------------------ 
 


