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JOHAN & ADRI SNYMAN’S DAMARALAND TRIP REPORT : 17 – 26 FEBRUARY 2012 
  
WARNING ! 
Please do not try to emulate this trip. It was not undertaken for recreational purposes and we 
travelled in a solo vehicle. Under normal circumstances, you will not be able to cover these 
distances, nor is it advisable to visit the area with only one vehicle. 
  
Background 
We are presently verifying the location and condition of all the roads and tracks in the Damaraland 
area for the book I am writing as a sequel to the one on the Kaokoland. As work on the manuscript is 
progressing, places where I lack data and photographs are emerging, and this trip was planned to 
address this issue. 
 
Preparations 
Our Landy is extensively equipped for overland travel and no work was required to prepare it for the 
trip. We carried a comprehensive set of tools, recovery equipment, some basic spare parts, and a very 
comprehensive first aid kit. As we would be travelling on our own in a very remote area, we had pre-
arranged back-up services in place as well as reliable means of communication. 
 
Some time was spent in determining the route we would follow to ensure that we covered everything 
we needed. Furthermore camera equipment, a laptop computer, clothes, and enough food and drink 
were loaded. 
  
Friday 17 February 
We left Windhoek after work and travelled along the B1 to Okahandja and the B2 towards 
Swakopmund. We turned off onto the D1918 and made our way to the Spitzkoppe where we camped 
for the night. 
 

 
 
295km for the day (253km on tar and 42km on gravel) and our travelling time was 3½ hours. 
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Saturday 18 February 
After a quiet night we had some light rain early in the morning before logging the tracks to the north of 
the Spitzkoppe up to the Omaruru River. From there we made our way to the Omdel Dam from where 
we logged the tracks along the southern side of the Omaruru River up to the D1930. 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 
289km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky tracks) and our travelling time was 11½ hours. 
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Sunday 19 February 
The intention was to log the tracks along the northern side of the Omaruru River to the Omdel Dam 
and then to make our way along the coast up to Mile 108 and from there into the Messum Crater. 
Along the way we decided to refuel the Landy in Henties Bay and when we pulled into the Total 
Garage, I could hear a “clicking” sound below the vehicle. My suspicion that it was a universal joint 
was confirmed when I inspected the prop shaft. This was not a major problem as I had the necessary 
tools and spares with me, but this is a job that is best done in a clean environment, on a work bench, 
and with a vice available. Being a Sunday, everything was closed and we decided to head for 
Swakopmund where we have relatives and friends, and do the job there. But then I realised that I gave 
the spare universal joint to a guy in the Caprivi last year, and never replaced it ....... 
 
We visited the sand dunes at Swakopmund the afternoon and relaxed for the rest of the day. 
 

  
 

  
 
253km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 6½ 
hours. 
 
Monday 20 February 
It started raining heavily during the night and we stopped at Swakopmund Prop Shaft Services just 
before 8 the morning, and were on our way again within an hour. 
 
The salt C34 was an awful mess and covered with a slippery layer of slush and there were lots of 
evidence along the way of people who misjudged the road conditions. We refuelled the Landy at the 
Mile 108 campsite and made our way into the Messum Crater. Would you believe that the main routes 
and tracks through the Messum Crater have been graded ! ? We then followed 2 of the tracks through 
the Goboboseb Mountains before pitching our camp near the Brandberg for the night. A very strong 
wind was blowing and we watched a massive thunderstorm to the east of us. 
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420km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 10 
hours. 
 
Tuesday 21 February 
We explored some of the tracks along the western side of the Brandberg before following another 
route through the Goboboseb Mountains and then logged the tracks along the northern side of the 
Brandberg and to the south of the Ugab River. We then logged the tracks to the south and north of the 
Ugab River in an easterly direction. We pitched our camp at the Brandberg White Lady Lodge for the 
night. 
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224km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 
11hours. 
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Wednesday 22 February 
After another quiet night, we continued on our way and drove up Land Cruiser Hill in a northerly 
direction. I am not sure how this sand dune got its name, as the Landy had no problem negotiating it 
and I am sure that Adri’s Daihatsu Terios will not have a problem either. From there we explored and 
logged the tracks up to the Aba-Huab River. In the afternoon we visited the Burnt Mountain and the 
Organ Pipes before we made our way to the Aba-Huab Restcamp where we pitched our camp for the 
night. This campsite was known for its huge population of barking gecko’s, but sadly the whole area 
has been trampled by grazing cattle and there are no burrows to be seen at present, nor a gecko to be 
heard at night. 
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199km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 
10hours. 
 
Thursday 23 February 
We explored and logged the tracks in, and along, the Aba-Huab River before making our way down 
the Huab River to log and explore some of the tracks to the north of it. From there we made our way 
north on some extremely rocky tracks to Vrede, along the C39, before proceeding to the Huab River 
where we pitched our camp on high ground. We once again experienced a spectacular thunder storm 
and a bit of rain. 
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245km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 
11½hours. 
 
Friday 24 February 
We returned to Vrede and retraced our steps of the previous day until we reached the old Fonteine 
Farm. We explored and logged the tracks to the south west of Fonteine Farm before making our way 
to the C39 and then north to Palmwag, where we would be camping for 2 nights. We, once again, 
experienced a heavy thunderstorm with a lot of rain. 
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172km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 
10hours. 
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Saturday 25 February 
We explored and logged all the tracks within the Palmwag Day Visitors area. There is much to see, 
but the track is very slow-going and if you ever intend driving the route, you must make provision for 
more than a day to do so. Along the way I became aware of another “knocking” sound from 
underneath the Landy and upon investigation found that one of the rubber suspension bushes on the 
left-front radius arm had disintegrated. I had replaced these bushes as preventative maintenance 3 
months before, but as I had some old ones in my spares box, this was not a problem. Upon arrival 
back at our campsite it took me about 30 minutes to undertake the repair and the problem was solved. 
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111km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 
8½hours. 
 
Sunday 26 February 
It was time to start heading home, but there were still some roads along the eastern boundary of the 
Damaraland that needed to be covered. After passing through the Palmwag Veterinary Control Post, 
where the official manning the gate searched the vehicle’s fridges and the drawer system, we made 
our way via the Grootberg Pass towards Kamanjab on the C40 before turning south on the D2650. 
From here onwards the driving conditions became more demanding as the area must have received a 
lot of rain during the preceding 12 hours. There were pools of water everywhere, small drifts were still 
under water and there were 100’s of terrapins all over the place ! We eventually reached the C35, 
which we followed to the D2743 and then proceeded in a southern direction along the D2351, D4001, 
D3712, D2306, D2315 and the C36 until we reached the B2 highway near Wilhelmstal. From there we 
made our way to the B1 and home. 
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765km for the day (167km on tar and 598km on gravel of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and 
tracks) and our travelling time was 13½hours. 
  
Conclusion 
This was yet another trip with my favourite travelling companion to a spectacular part of Namibia.  
 
Daytime temperatures ranged between mid 30°C and mid 40°C and at night we slept on top of our 
sleeping bags. Strong winds developed every afternoon and the humidity rose as the thunderclouds 
started developing. We had a bit of rain every evening, but not enough to cause problems or too much 
inconvenience. We encountered very few tourists and on most days we did not encounter a single 
vehicle on the roads and tracks we travelled on – just the way we prefer and like it. 
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We drove a total distance of 2973km in the 10 days, of which 420km was on tarred roads and 2553km 
on gravel, sand, and rocky roads and tracks. To give you an idea of how extreme the driving 
conditions was that we experienced : according to the Trip Computer of or GPS, our moving average 
from home to home was a mere 35km/h ..... Apart from the 2 minor problems with the vehicle, that 
was easily resolved, we experienced no problems whatsoever. 
 
Although we have travelled on most roads and tracks in the region since we first started touring in 
Namibia 18 years ago, we have re-driven every single road and track that we could find in the whole of 
Damaraland and visited every place of interest since August last year. It obviously helps a lot that we 
now live in Windhoek, and that large portions of the area is accessible over weekends and long 
weekends. There are still some photographs of mammals, reptiles and birds outstanding, but these 
will be taken during the next few months as opportunities to do so presents themselves. There are 
now a couple of thousand photographs, several thousand km of GPS tracklogs and piles of papers 
waiting to be sorted out …. 
 
We travelled a total distance of 19700km during the past 7 months to cover the area and almost all of 
it was done with our Landy. In our 13 years of ownership it has clocked up 308 000 problem-free km. It 
has been used as a 3rd vehicle in the household for all these years and has served duty mainly as an 
overland touring vehicle, carrying heavy loads. Considering the operating conditions it has endured 
during the past few months, it is surprising that the only visible damage has been a few suspension 
rubbers and one worn-out universal joint. 
 
The vehicle is fitted with Bridgestone Dueler 235/85R16 A/T tyres. The rear tyres have taken a severe 
beating, while the front ones still look almost new. They have now done approximately 30 000km and I 
think that I will be able to get another 10 000km out of the rear ones. We have had 1 punctured rear 
tyre and no sidewall damage during these trips, which is also surprising considering the conditions 
they operated under. 
 

 
 
We are already contemplating, and looking forward to, our next Damaraland trip but this will now be a 
relaxed one with time to sit in the shade of a nice tree and not one involving long hours inside a 
vehicle driving on strenuous/demanding terrain. 
 

------------------------ 


