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JOHAN & ADRI SNYMAN’S DAMARALAND TRIP REPORT : 24 – 27 AUGUST 2012 
  
Background 
Although we have returned from a 2-week trip to Bushmanland, the Khaudom and a part of the Caprivi 
a week ago, there was just no way that we would stay at home over a long weekend.  
 
As work on my Damaraland book is progressing, places where I need to confirm data are emerging. I 
also intend to use only photographs that we have taken ourselves of subjects within the boundaries of 
the area in the manuscript, and this is proving to be a bit of a challenge. This trip was planned to 
address this issue. 
 
Preparations 
Our Landy is extensively equipped for overland travel and no work was required to prepare it for the 
trip. We carry a comprehensive set of tools, recovery equipment, some basic spare parts, and a very 
comprehensive first aid kit. We therefore only repacked our camera equipment, a laptop computer, 
clothes, and enough food and drink. As we would be travelling on our own in a very remote area, we 
had pre-arranged back-up services in place as well as reliable means of communication. 
  
Friday 24 August 
We left Windhoek after work and travelled along the B1 to Okahandja, the B2 to Wilhelmstal and the 
C36 to Omaruru where we camped for the night at the Omaruru Restcamp.  
 

 
 
219km for the day (151km on tar and 68km on gravel) and our travelling time was 2½ hours. 
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Saturday 25 August 
We made an early start and travelled via the C36, D2344 and D3712 to Okongwe. We logged 2 new 
tracks between this village and the D2743 before following the D2743 and C39 to Khorixas. 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 
After refuelling at Khorixas we continued on the C39 until we turned south on the D2612. We stopped 
at the Living Museum of the Damara. At this facility you can get an insight into how the Damara people 
lived in days gone by. How their houses looked, what plants they used as medicine, how they made 
ornaments and weapons, etc. You are also treated to some traditional songs and dance. It is a pity 
that the women are eschewing their traditional hair do’s in favour of modern wigs and hair-pieces. 
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We camped at the brand new campsites at Mowani Mountain Camp. Each campsite has its own 
ablution facilities with hot water.   
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337km for the day (19km on tar and 318 on gravel and sandy tracks) and our travelling time was 9¼ 
hours. 
 
Sunday 26 August 
We made our way via the D2612 and D3254 to the Burnt Mountain where we made a brief stop. 
 

  
 

  
 
From there we made our way south and west to the area surrounding the Doros Crater and from there 
to Klein Gai-As and south along a dry riverbed towards the Ugab River. We slept near the Ugab River 
in an area with spectacular rock formations. Along the way we also came across a magnificent black 
rhino bul. 
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144km for the day (all of it on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our travelling time was 8 
hours. 
 
Monday 27 August 
After a very quiet night, it was time to head for home .... but obviously via a scenic route and not the 
shortest one either. We made our way to the Ubab River, which we followed downstream before 
taking a track which took us to the D2302.  
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We made a detour to the Messum Terrace and then followed the Messum River downstream until we 
reached the D2302 again. Along the way, we saw some more spectacular rock formations. 
 

  
 

  
 
We followed the C34 to Henties Bay and had a look at the Chamarel that is stranded south of Mile 72. 
This is a French cable laying vessel that caught fire on 8 August 2012 whilst doing maintenance work 
on submarine cables along the African coastline. Salvage crews were busy taking the fuel off the 
vessel before attempting to tow it out to sea again. We did a bit of towing ourselves to recover a stuck 
Discovery. 
 

  
 
From there we followed the D1918 to the B2 to Okahandja and then home via the B1. 
 
559km for the day (259km on tar and 300km on gravel, sand and rocky roads and tracks) and our 
travelling time was 9 hours. 
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Conclusion 
This was yet another trip with my favourite travelling companion to a spectacular part of Namibia.  
 
We drove a total distance of 1259km, of which 429km was on tarred roads and 831km was on gravel, 
sand and rocky tracks. We encountered very few tourists and on most days we did not encounter a 
single vehicle on the roads and tracks we travelled on – just the way we prefer and like it. 
 
We are already contemplating, and looking forward to, our next Damaraland trip. 
 

------------------------ 


