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ADRI AND JOHAN SNYMAN’S NORTH-EASTERN NAMIBIA TRIP REPORT : 23 MAY – 1 JUNE 2014 
  
WARNING ! 
Please do not try to emulate this trip. It was not undertaken for recreational purposes and under normal 
circumstances you will not be able to cover these distances in a day. It is also not advisable to visit the area 
with only one vehicle. 
  
Background 
I have to verify the location and condition of all the roads and tracks in north-eastern Namibia for my next book 
and at the same time are also compiling a complete photographic record of all the roads and tracks, points of 
interest, and the commonly seen fauna and flora in the area. Plants also need to be visited during different 
seasons to enable photographs to be taken when they flower, bear fruit, etc. 
 
A major problem is that large portions of the area is not of major interest to tourists, but still need to be 
covered to complete the work. I have access to up-to-date maps of the proclaimed roads in the area, but up-to-
date maps of the unproclaimed roads and tracks are not available. The electronic T4A maps are not complete 
and the satellite images of Google Earth are outdated as some of the images date back to 2004……  
  
A large portion of the region is close enough to our home to be accessed over weekends, but some sections 
can only be accessed over longer periods of time. This trip would be one of the longer ones, covering a distance 
of approximately 3500km over 9 days. 
 
A bit of a complication was that a friend of mine wanted to tag along for a few days. This would be a bit of a 
“conflict in interest” as he would want to do the “tourist thing”, while we had work to do and would not have 
the time to spend at certain attractions along the way. 
 
Preparations 
A substantial amount of time was spent in plotting a possible route to follow. From previous visits we knew 
where some uncharted roads and tracks were located, but obviously did not know where they went, or 
whether they would be negotiable. Google Earth was not much help as some tracks we knew about were not 
shown on their images, and on some of the unknown, to us, tracks visible on their images it could not be 
distinguished whether the tracks were made by vehicles or elephants. An added complication was the 
availability of fuel in the area. Our planned route therefore had to be adaptable to accommodate new roads 
and tracks found along the way and roads and tracks that were no longer negotiable or have ceased to exist. 
We also made provision for refuelling at 800km intervals, but would have enough spare fuel to travel 1000km. 
 
Our old Landy is fully equipped, and packed, for overland travel and we can be ready to travel at the drop of a 
hat. All we have to do is pack our clothes, food and drink, and camera equipment. Two weeks week before our 
departure I noticed it’s first oil leak in 16years/337 000km and booked it in at East End Service Station for 
attention. However, the oil leak was just the visible signs of a much bigger problem, and in the end we decided 
to do the trip in our new Landy two days before the intended day of departure. This presented a bit of a 
problem as this vehicle is not equipped at all, but I fitted the roof-top tent and two additional loadbars behind 
the rooftop tent to carry the extra spare wheel, built in two of our spare fridges, packed our stuff in ammo 
boxes, loaded 4 jerry cans to compensate for the absence of an aux fuel tank, and some 5litre water bottles to 
make up for the absence of a water tank. Our setup would therefore not be the highly organised one we have 
become accustomed to, but we would just have to make do.  
 
Travelling solo, as we do most of the time, does require a bit of forward planning and you can’t leave home 
without a back-up plan, pre-arranged back-up services and reliable means of communication. 
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Friday 23 May 
We left Windhoek after work and travelled along the B1 to Okahandja, Otjiwarongo and Otavi and from there 
on the B8 to Grootfontein, where we refuelled. From there we made our way to Roy’s Camp where we joined 
my friend, Chris. 
 

 
 

Total distance for the day was 526km (524km on tar and 2km on gravel) and our travelling time was 5¼ hours. 
(Moving time and average = 4h45min and 110.7km/h) 
 
Saturday 24 May 
We made our way along the C44 towards Tsumkwe, until we reached the veterinary fence at Rooidag. 
Immediately after passing through the veterinary fence we turned north for approximately 13km before 
turning east on a track that would eventually reach the Namibia/Botswana border. Some sections of this track 
were heavy going due to thick sand and it was also overgrown in places. At the southern entrance to the 
Khaudum we turned north to camp at Sikereti for the night. 
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Total distance for the day was 257km (1km on tar and 256km on gravel and sand) and our travelling time was 8 
hours. (Moving time and average = 6h48min and 37.8km/h) 
 

Sunday 25 May  
After arranging to meet Chris at Tsumkwe later that day, Adri and I made an early start and returned to the 
track leading to the Namibia/Botswana border. At the border we turned south to Dobe. All the tracks leading 
west from this road, and shown on Google Earth do not exist any more. At Dobe we turned west on the C44 to 
Tsumkwe where we met up with Chris and refuelled the vehicles. We then travelled north on the D3315 and 
logged some of the tracks leading west and east from it, and made a lunch stop at the Dorsland Baobab. As the 
track from the Dorsland Baobab to the  Namibia/Botswana border does not exist any more, we returned to the 
D3315 and travelled north on it to the southern entrance to the Khaudum and then turned east again on the 
track leading to the Namibia/Botswana border, where we turned north. Most of the tracks shown on Google 
Earth leading west from the border into the Khaudom does not exist any more. We travelled through areas 
with very high grass and the sand was heavy going in places. We also passed through a number of dried out 
swamplands. We made our camp alongside the border for the night.  
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Total distance for the day was 268km (all of it on sand and gravel) and our travelling time was 9½hours. 
(Moving time and average = 7h23min and 36.3km/h) 
 
Monday 26 May 
We made an early start and continued following the track along the border fence until we reached the 
intersection with the D3309 and D3403, and we then followed the D3309 north to the B8. Here Chris turned 
east into the Caprivi Strip, while we turned west to log some more tracks. Most tracks could not be found, and 
we set up our camp for the night alongside the track just before the northern entrance to the Khaudum. It was 
eerily quiet that night and so dark that you could not see your hand in front of your face. 
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Total distance for the day was 215km (23km on tar and 192km on sand) and our travelling time was 10 hours. 
(Moving time and average = 8h14min and 26.1km/h) 
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Tuesday 27 May 
We made an early start and followed a track west and north that eventually brought us to the B8 and then 
made our way to Rundu to refuel. Most of the tracks shown on Google Earth to be south of the B8 could not be 
found, but we found several new ones and it kept us busy for the rest of the day. We drove until sunset, and 
once again made our camp alongside the track.  
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Total distance for the day was 462km (180km on tar and 282km on sand and gravel) and our travelling time 
was 10¾ hours. (Moving time and average = 9h22min and 49.3km/h) 
 

Wednesday 28 May 
We made another early start and followed a track that eventually brought us to the north western tip of the 
Khaudum. We then followed the track along the northern boundary of the Khaudum until we reached the 
Namibia/Botswana border and then travelled north to the D3403. The intention was to follow the D3403 along 
the border into the Mahango National Park. This road was heavily overgrown in places and the grass stood 
higher than the Landy. Where the road enters the Mahango National Park, they have erected 2 electrified 
fences, with locked gates, and we had to backtrack for a few km’s to reach a track that took us north to the B8. 
We made contact with Chris, and he informed us that he was camping at Nunda Safari Lodge – so that is where 
we headed to. The campsite was on the river’s edge with a small pod of hippo munching away a short distance 
from us. I had a bit of work to do to clear grass seeds from the Landy’s radiators and engine bay. 
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Total distance for the day was 194km (21km on tar and 173km on sand) and our travelling time was 10¼ hours. 
(Moving time and average = 8h09min and 23.8km/h) 
 
Thursday 29 May 
I had some e-mails and other business to attend to the morning before we made our way to the Mahango 
National Park to log all the roads in the Park.  
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Chris and I went on a short sunset cruise to see if we could not catch a tiger fish, but the river was still a bit high 
in this area and we returned empty-handed. 
 

  
 

Total distance for the day was 108km (12km on tar and 96km on sand and gravel) and our travelling time was 
6¼ hours. (Moving time and average = 4h01min and 26.9km/h) 
 
Friday 30 May 
This would be a fairly boring day as we would be logging the gravel D3402 between Divundu and Rundu, as well 
as all the roads linking it to the B8. We camped at Kaisosi River Lodge and had a delicious meal in their 
restaurant that evening. 
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Total distance for the day was 356km (35km on tar and 321km on gravel) and our travelling time was 8hours. 
(Moving time and average = 5h50min and 61.0km/h) 
 

Saturday 31 May 
We made a fairly early start, on what would turn out to be a very long day. We stopped at Rundu to refuel and 
then travelled south and west on the B8 for 97km before we turned west on the D3445. This is a sandy track 
running alongside the veterinary fence and it took us to the B15. Here we turned north to follow the D3600 
(Bravo cut line) with its very deep sand to the B10 where we turned east again. We then logged the newly 
constructed B11 to the Namibia/Angola border post of Katwitwi before making our way to Nkurenkuru to 
refuel. From here we returned to the newly constructed B15 to log it all the way to Tsumeb. Along the way we 
saw some truly spectacular trees – some in their autumn colours, some without leaves, and many bearing fruits 
and seeds. 
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7km north of Tsumeb the Landy lost all drive …… I first thought that it might be a broken half-shaft, but it 
turned out to be the gearbox. We were not going anywhere …… 
 
As the vehicle was less than 2 years old it was still under guarantee, and the friendly people from Land Rover 
Assist was standing ready to provide assistance ……… 
 

No one answered the after-hours number of Land Rover in Windhoek. I then dialled the Johannesburg number 
of Land Rover Assist. The lady who eventually took the call obviously had no clue as to where we were, but 
took all my details and promised to call me back. One hour later I received a call informing me that they had 
problems contacting their preferred service provider in Windhoek – 411km away ! 2 hours later I received a 
phone call from the company in Windhoek, who wanted to know when it would be convenient for them to 
come and collect the vehicle. They had no idea that we were stranded next to the road, and they then made 
arrangements with a local company to come and fetch us. The Landy was loaded on a trailer, and we were 
dropped off at a hotel in Tsumeb 4h15min after we first made contact with Land Rover Assist. After 22h00 Land 
Rover Assist did not answer their phone any more. 
 

We were not impressed ….. 
 

Total distance for the day was 708km (496km on tar and 212km on sand and gravel) and our travelling time 
was 16½hours. (Moving time and average = 10h39min and 66.5km/h) 
 

Sunday 1 June 
I phoned Land Rover Assist at 05h30 and the call was answered immediately. The operator informed me that 
they were aware of the problem, and would come back to me. 1½hours later a lady from Land Rover Assist 
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phoned to find out if we had arrived home safely …..  At 8h55 we received a call saying that the tow truck and a 
courtesy vehicle was on their way. We had 5 hours to kill, and went for a walk through the town. We then 
returned to the hotel to wait, and wait, and wait ….. The tow truck arrived at 18h55. We offloaded the courtesy 
vehicle, loaded all our stuff into it and drove home. 
 
We were not impressed …..  
  
Conclusion 
This has been a very demanding, yet memorable, trip to an interesting part of Namibia that does not see many 
tourists, and I now have enough data and photographs to keep me busy for a few weeks.  
 
We drove a total distance of 3505km during the 10 days, of which 1703km was on tarred roads and 1802km on 
gravel and sand roads and tracks.  
 

------------------------ 
 


