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ADRI AND JOHAN SNYMAN’S BUSHMANLAND, KHAUDUM AND 
CAPRIVI TRIP DIARY : 4 TO 17 AUGUST 2012 
 
BACKGROUND 
A number of our friends have been asking us to take them on a tour through Namibia, 
and as most of the participants have been to the Kaokoland and Damaraland area with 
us in the past, we decided to visit the areas known as Bushmanland, the Khaudum and a 
small part of the Caprivi. The aim would be to follow the route of the Dorsland Trekkers, 
pay tribute to Jan Joubert and also visit the remnants of some of the SADF military bases 
of a long-gone era.   
 
Due to prior commitments this trip could only take place in August 2012, and I would 
unfortunately have to travel without my favourite travelling companion on the first leg of 
the trip.  
 
Our planned tour would be 13 days in duration and cover a distance of approximately 
3300 km from Windhoek to Windhoek.  
 
PARTICIPANTS 
The participants in the tour were the following : 
 
Christo and Monica van As in a rented Land Rover Defender. 
 

  
 
Danie and Marietjie Visagie in a Ford Ranger. 
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Hannes and Stephan Lombard in a Ford Ranger. 
 

  
 
Joubert and Hannelie Swanepoel in a Land Rover Discovery. 
 

  
 
Kobus Louw and Charlotte van Niekerk in a Toyota Landcruiser. 
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Manie and Alta Dempers in a Toyota Fortuner. 
 

  
 
Schalk and Rieta Louw in a Toyota Landcruiser. 
 

  
 
Adri and I in a Land Rover Defender. 
 

  
 
Some statistics of the participating vehicles : 
 
Christo and Monica van As’s TD5 Land Rover Defender : 
2005 model with 217 000 km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
BF Goodridge AT tyres. 
Old Man Emu suspension. 
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Front Runner roofrack. 
Hannibal Impi rooftop tent. 
40L Auxiliary diesel tank. 
Waeco 45L fridge/freezer 
Waeco 18L fridge/freezer 
Garmin Montana 650 GPS. 
 
Danie and Marietjie Visagie’s 2.5TD Ford Ranger :  
2007 model with 68 700km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
Bridgestone Dueler AT tyres. 
Modified suspension and airbags on rear axle. 
Burnco aluminium canopy. 
Gomad roofrack. 
Custom Side awning. 
Krow rooftop tent. 
100L Auxiliary diesel tank. 
100 L Water Tank. 
1 x Engel fridge/freezer. 
1 x Indel B 31 fridge/freezer 
GME 29 MHz radio. 
ICOM VHF Radio 
Garmin Nüvi 710 GPS. 
 
Hannes and Stephan Lombard’s 3.0TDCi Ford Ranger : 
2008 model with 144 000km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
Maxtrek SU-800 AT A/W tyres. 
40mm Body lift to accommodate larger tyres. 
Modified rear suspension. 
GoMad aluminium canopy. 
Hannibal Impi rooftop tent. 
55L Water tank. 
1 x National Luna 52L fridge/freezer. 
GME 29 MHz radio. 
Taite TM8200 VHF Radio 
Garmin Quest GPS. 
Garmin Nüvi 1310 GPS. 
 
Joubert and Hannelie Swanepoel’s TDV6SE Land Rover Discovery : 
2007 model with 131 000km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
BF Goodridge AT tyres. 
Hannibal aluminium roof rack. 
Howling Moon rooftop tent. 
R&D Drawer system. 
60L Water tank.  
110L Aux diesel tank 
1 x National Luna fridge/freezer. 
1 x Indel 43 L fridge/freezer. 
Garmin Nüvi 420 GPS. 
 
Kobus Louw and Charlotte van Niekerk’s 3.2D Toyota Landcruiser. 
2007 model with 95 300km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
BF Goodridge MT2 MT tyres. 
Modified suspension with airbags on both axles. 
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Front Runner roofrack. 
80L Auxiliary diesel tank. 
60 L Water Tank. 
R&D drawer system 
1 x Waeco CF50 fridge/freezer. 
Garmin Nüvi 360 GPS. 
 
Manie and Alta Dempers’s 3.0 D4D Toyota Fortuner. 
2007 model with 103 600km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
General Grabber AW tyres. 
Standard suspension. 
1 x Mobicool 40L fridge/freezer. 
Garmin Nüvi 2300 GPS. 
 
Schalk and Rieta Louw’s 105GX 4.5EFI Toyota Landcruiser Station Wagon. 
1998 model with 279 600km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
BF Goodridge KM2 MT tyres. 
Modified suspension and airbags on rear axle. 
Hannibal Impi rooftop tent. 
Hannibal Side Awning 
180L Auxiliary petrol tank. 
80 L Water Tank. 
1 x Waeco CF 50 fridge/freezer. 
1 X Waeco CF 25 fridge/freezer. 
Burnco Drawer System. 
Burnco front and rear bumpers + spare wheel carrier. 
Warn winch. 
Navstar 29 MHz radio. 
Kirisun PT617-A VHF Radio 
Garmin Nüvi 700 GPS. 
 
Our Land Rover Defender Tdi Hardtop : 
1998 model with 311 000km on its odometer at the onset of the trip. 
Bridgestone Dueler AT tyres. 
Defender 90 rear coils on the front axle and Defender 130 dual coils on rear axle. 
Hannibal Impi rooftop tent. 
Eezy Awn side awning.  
Custom designed and built packing system. 
46 ℓ Auxiliary diesel tank. 
40 ℓ Water tank. 
2  x 52 ℓ National Luna fridge/freezers and a 17 ℓ Engel fridge. 
Dragon KR80 29 MHz radio. 
ICOM IC-F5022 VHF radio. 
Garmin 276C GPS. 
Garmin Nüvi 500 GPS 

 
PREPARATIONS 
Preparation is the key to the success of a trip of this nature.  
 
On a personal level you have to be prepared to endure long hours within the confines of 
your vehicle and you need to be at peace with your travelling companions and especially 
the other person(s) travelling in your vehicle.  
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As we would be travelling in a very remote area, a considerable amount of time was 
spent in preparing the vehicles and our equipment for this trip and this in itself presents a 
major problem as very few vehicle owners have the technical skills to undertake the work 
themselves and most mechanical workshops do not have the inclination, or ability, to do 
so properly either. We carried a comprehensive set of tools, recovery equipment and 
some basic spare parts for the vehicles. 
 
Danie and Joubert had the bodywork of their vehicles covered with a plastic film to 
protect the paintwork against scratches. 
 
Packing and camping systems had to be as organised as possible. We had to carry 
enough food and water as shops would be few and far in between as well as enough fuel 
to be able to travel a distance of 1000km on the leg between Buitepos and Rundu.  
  
As the northern regions of Namibia falls within a high risk malaria area we used malaria 
prophylactics. I also carried a comprehensive 1st Aid kit with enough supplies to treat 
emergencies for a number of days, if needed. 
 
LEGALITIES 
Although most of the vehicles were fitted with 29 MHz radios, we would be using my VHF 
radio’s and private Namibian frequency on this trip. 3 of the vehicles coming on the trip 
had VHF radio’s in them, and I gave the owners written permission to have their radio’s 
tuned to my frequency. 
 
All the South African registered vehicles displayed “ZA” stickers on their rear as it is a 
legal requirement to display the vehicle’s country of origin when it crosses international 
borders. Although the rule is hardly ever enforced the fine for transgressing it is N$300. 
 
They also had to pay Namibian Road Tax of N$220 upon entry into the country. 
 
Due to veterinary control measures, no red meat may be imported from South Africa into 
Namibia at present and there are also restrictions in the quantity/volume of fruit, 
vegatables and alcoholic beverages that may be imported.  
 
 
THE TOUR 
 
Dag 1 : Saturday 4 Augustust 
The participants, except for Christo and Monica, arrived in Windhoek during the day and 
settled into bungalows at Arebbusch. We built VHF radios into three of the vehicles and 
that evening we had a delicious meal at the Arebbusch Restaurant. While we were still at 
the restaurant, I received a phone call from Christo informing me that one of the radiator 
hoses on their rented Landy had burst at the border crossing between Botswana and 
Namibia. After shortening the radiator hose they drove to Gobabis. A new hose was 
dispatched from Windhoek and would be installed by Potties Mechanical Repairs in 
Gobabis the next morning. 
 
Day 2 : Sunday 5 August 
After a hearty breakfast at Arebbush, we left Windhoek at 9h00 and made our way via 
the B6 to Gobabis, where we met Christo and Monica. Here we heard that there was a 
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more serious problem with their Landy as it had a mixture of engine oil and water in its 
cooling system and they would have to limp to Windhoek to have it attended to.  
 

  
 
We made our way to Buitepos where we would be camping at Zelda’s Game Farm for 
the night. 
 

  
 

  
 
Large numbers of birds are to be seen here and they also have some captive predators 
to be observed at feeding time. 
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Total distance for the day was 315km (312km on tar and 3km on gravel) and our 
travelling time was 5 hours. 
 
Day 3 : Monday 6 August 
After a fairly cold night, we made an early start and travelled on the B6 to Buitepos where 
we refuelled our vehicles and filled all our auxiliary tanks and jerry cans. From there we 
made our way along the D1779 to Vergenoeg Village and then the M119 to Tallismanus. 
 
The track was very overgrown in places and there is no way that you will be able to 
negotiate it without damaging the paintwork of your vehicle. 
 

  
 
We made a detour to the Rietfontein farm to visit a small cemetary with graves of some 
Dorsland Trekkers. Only the inscription on the tombstone of Alletta van der Merwe is 
legible.  
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We returned to Tallismanus and were fortunate that fuel was available at the General 
Dealer and topped up the fuel tanks of the vehicles. From there we proceeded north 
along the Dorsland route towards the D3830. A number of new farms have been set out 
in the area and fence lines and gates now obstruct the route, forcing us to make a 
number of detours. Large sections of the track have been cleared of vegetation and 
numerous cattle watering posts are under construction. The track was mostly sandy with 
sections of thick powdery dust. A number of veld fires were also ranging in the area.  
 

  
 

  
 
We visited the last campsite of Jan Joubert, the place where he was murdered as well as 
the place his body was found. We erected a small memorial in his memory at the place 
he died, and also camped there for the night. 
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Total distance for the day was 262km (20km on tar and 242km on gravel and sand) and 
our travelling time was 9½ hours. 
 
In the mean time, Christo and Monica’s Defender had been attended to by the capable 
guys at East End Service Station in Windhoek. A modified replacement oil-cooler proved 
to be the problem and was replaced with a new one. After checking the rest of the 
vehicle for problems, it was pronounced fit to travel and they proceeded north to 
Grootfontein to catch up with us. 
 
Day 4 : Tuesday 7 August 
After a cold night we proceeded north to the D3830 until we reached the C44. We 
followed the C44 to Tsumkwe where we would be camping at the Tsumkwe Lodge for 
the next two nights. Here we met up with Christo and Monica, and the list of participants 
for the first leg of the trip was now complete. After having none for the previous 2 weeks, 
fuel was also delivered to the town on this day. 
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Total distance for the day was 314km (2km on tar and 312km on gravel and sand) and 
our travelling time was 9 hours. 
 
Day 5 : Wednesday 8 August 
After a cold night, where the temperature dropped to -2.5°, we drove south to explore the 
Nyae-Naye pans. Although it was dry, there were numerous water-filled pans with a large 
variety of water birds to be seen. There were even some terrapins walking about. The 
temperature dropped dramatically as soon as the sun set that afternoon. 
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Total distance for the day was 134km (all of it on gravel and sand) and our travelling time 
8½ hours. 
 
Day 6 : Thursday 9 August 
During an extremely cold night, the temperature dropped to -7°C. The taps were frozen 
and even washing that had been hung out to dry was frozen. The diesel-engined 
vehicles battled a bit to start and according to the tyre monitoring system on my vehicle, 
the temperature of the tyres was -4°C when we left camp at 08h30. 
 
We first drove along the Baobab Trail before returning to Tsumkwe. These majestic trees 
have been standing in the area for hundreds, possible thousands, of years and it was 
shocking to see that an eco-terrorist had made a fire inside the hollow portion of 
Holboom. In the process, the core of the tree has been destroyed and a large portion of 
the tree has toppled over. 
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After refuelling the vehicles in Tsumke, we proceeded north on the D3303. Along the way 
we stopped at the living museum of the Bushman Hunters. Here the men showed us how 
they make a fire, string, arrows and also how they set a snare for small animals. They 
also gave an archery display. The woman, in turn, showed us how they make ornaments 
from ostrich shell fragments. 
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From there we proceeded to the Dorsland Baobab before making our way to the Sikeretti 
Campsite inside the Khaudum National Park. Although the campsite is located in 
wonderful surroundings, the facilities are dilapidated and the water supply erratic. 
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Total distance for the day was 167km (2km on tar and 165km on gravel and sand) and 
our travelling time 9¾ hours. 
 
Day 7 : Friday 10 August 
After yet another cold night, with the temperature dropping to -3.6°C, we made our way 
to the Khaudum campsite. The ablution facilities were functional. We encountered a lot of 
animals, such as elephant, giraffe, kudu, oryx, roan antelope and impala along the way 
as well as numerous bird species. The vegetation also started to change the further north 
we travelled and we now encountered tall false mopane, Zambezi teak, camel thorn and 
kiaat trees. 
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Total distance for the day was 122km (all of it on sand) and our travelling time 7¼ hours. 
 
Day 8 : Saturday 11 August 
The night was substantially warmer, and the temperature only dropped to +1.5°C. We 
made our way north through the deep sand until we reached the B8 highway. After 
inflating the tyres Schalk took the group to Popa Falls while I had to go and pick up 
“something” in Rundu…… 
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Imagine the surprise when Adri climbed out of the Landie when I pulled in at the Popa 
Falls campsite …. 
 
While some participants enjoyed the water in the ice cold stream running through the 
campsite and others explored the area, I became better acquainted with the resident 
tiger fish population.  
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We refueled the vehicles at Divundu and their fuel consumption over the 1147km from 
Buitepos to Divundu was as follows : 
 
Danie’s Ford Ranger : 173L = 6.6km/l  
Hannes’s Ford Ranger : 162L = 7.1km/l 
Joubert’s Land Rover Discovery : 177L = 6.5km/l 
Kobus’s Toyota Landcruiser : 176L = 6.5km/l 
Manie’s Toyota Fortuner : 138L = 8.3km/l 
Schalk’s Toyota Landcruiser : 287L = 4.0km/l 
Our Land Rover Defender : 163L = 7.0Km/l 
 
The fuel consumption of Christo’s rented Defender between Tsumkwe and Divundu was 
7.0km/l  
 
Total distance for the day was 394km (56km on sand and 338km on tar) and our 
travelling time 6½ hours. 
 
Day 9 : Sunday 12 August 
We explored the area in, and around, the old 32 Battalion military base at Buffalo, dating 
back to the period between 1976 and 1991. There is very little is left of this facility and 
the cemetery is completely overgrown.  
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We saw a wide variety of water birds, and some crocodiles, at the Okavango River and 
elephant, hippo, buffalo, sable antelope, impala and lots of kudu. Due to the dense 
vegetation, spotting game was difficult, and taking unobstructed photographs was just 
about impossible. 
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We spent the afternoon relaxing at the Popa Fall Campsite. 
 

  
 
Total distance for the day was 81km (38km on tar and 43km on gravel and sand) and our 
travelling time 7 hours. 
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Day 10 : Monday 13 August 
We headed east on the B8 to Susuwe, where we bid farewell to Christo and Monica as 
they would be travelling home via Botswana. We drove past the remnants of Fort 
Doppies, another SADF military base dating from the 1970’s to the 1990’s, to the 
Nambwa Community Campsite, where we would be camping for the next 2 days. The 
campsite is unfenced and hippo and elephant pass through it unhindered. Due to the 
large numbers of elephant in the area, it looks like a war-zone with hardly any trees not 
being torn apart by these powerful animals. The resident troop of monkeys will also 
relieve you of any food left unsecured. Once again, the dense vegetation made it difficult 
to spot game, and taking unobstructed photographs was just about impossible. 
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Total distance for the day was 229km (201km on tar and 28km on gravel and sand.) and 
our travelling time 3½ hours. 
 
Day 11 : Tuesday 14 August 
This was a rest day. We explored the area in the vicinity of the Horse Shoe and saw lots 
of elephant, kudu, giraffe, lechwe, impala as well as a leopard. Hannes suffered the only 
puncture of the trip, when a stick penetrated the sidewall of a front tyre. Although I had 
hoped to catch an African River Pike, this was not to be and I settled on Nembwe 
instead. Some of the party went on a sunset cruise, and this is highly recommended. 
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Total distance for the day was 21km (all of it on sand). 
 
Day 12 : Wednesday 15 August 
We visited the remnants of Fort Doppies before making our way west on the B8. 
Basically, it is only the floor slabs of some of the buildings that remain to be seen. 
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On our way west, we also stopped at Omega, the home of the old 31 Battalion. This 
base has not been destroyed, and although the buildings have been neglected and in a 
state of disrepair, people are still living there. 
 

  
 

  
 
We also visited the old Roman Catholic Mission Station at Andara. There are a number 
of unmarked graves of Dorsland trekkers to be seen here. 
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From there we made our way to Kaisosi River Lodge where we would be camping for the 
night. There was not enough places left on the boat for all of us to go on a sunset cruise, 
and as Joubert and Hannelie would be leaving us early the next morning, they went on 
their own. 
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Total distance for the day was 443km (388km on tar and 55km on gravel and sand) and 
our travelling time 8 hours. 
 
Day 13 : Thursday 16 August 
We went for an early morning boat ride on the Okavango River before we continued 
south on the B8.  
 

  
 
At Mururani we passed through a veterinary control post where they checked the 
vehicles for meat. We made a small detour through Grootfontein to have a look at the 
military base before proceeding to the Hoba meteorite. This 50 ton chunk of rock with a 
diameter of 3m and a height of 1 m collided with earth approximately 80 000 years ago. It 
consists of 82% iron and 16% nickel. 
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From there we continued on the D2860, D2804 and D2512 to the Waterberg Plato Park. 
We had a delicious meal in their restaurant that evening. 
 
Total distance for the day was 473km (284km on tar and 189km on gravel) and our 
travelling time 7 hours. 
 
Day 14 : Friday 17 August 
The more energetic amongst us went on a hike to the top of the Plato early the morning 
before we visit the cemetery of the German Schutztruppe who died in the Herero War of 
1904.  
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It was time to head back to Arebbusch in Windhoek where the remaining members of the 
group stayed in their self-catering bungalows. We went for our farewell dinner at Joe’s 
Beerhouse. 
 

 
 
Total distance for the day was 317km (292km on tar and 25km on gravel) and our 
travelling time 4 hours. 
 
Day 15 : Saturday 18 August 
After an early morning breakfast at Arebbusch, it was time to bid our friends farewell as 
they departed for home. It was quiet at our home while I started sorting out 
approximately 5400 photographs (20Gb) and started writing this trip diary. 
 
CONCLUSION 
This has been yet another memorable trip to a spectacular part of Namibia, with my 
favourite travelling companion and some great friends.  
 
Apart from one puncture we had absolutely no problems with any of the vehicles or 
equipment and this is a testimony to the fact that each owner made an effort to ensure 
that everything was properly prepared beforehand. 
 
We drove a total distance of 3272km in the 13 days, of which 1877km was on tarred 
roads and 1395km on gravel roads and sandy tracks.  
 

------------ 


